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Caution: These chartlets are NO substitute for CHS charts. They provide useful information
and detail, unavailable in CHS charts, and are intended to be a handy reference at the helm.

Disclaimer: The authors have made every effort to verify the accuracy of the information
contained in these chartlets but assume no responsibility for errors, omissions or
contradictory information contained therein. The authors are not liable or responsible for any
losses or damages, which include, but are not limited to: loss of personal assets (tangible or
intangible), time, materials, service, profits, business, clients, or other pecuniary loss due to
use of this information.

This information is provided for guidance purposes only.

As a cruiser, you assume full and complete responsibility for the use of this information and
for the safe and prudent operation of your vessel.



Eastern Cape Breton — Overview

CHS Chart Nos: 4170 — Glace Bay Harbour
4266 — Sydney Harbour
4374 — Red Point to Guyon Island
4367 — Flint Island to Cape Smoky
4375 — Guyon Island to Flint Island
4378 — Louisbourg Harbour

The eastern Cape Breton Island coast from Great Bras d'Or entrance to St Peters Bay is
dotted with numerous small fishing harbours. Many are little more than hole-in-the-wall inlets
with private fishing wharves, and should only be entered with local knowledge and guidance,
and perhaps by 'invitation'.

The harbours which will be of interest to visiting cruisers are: Sydney, Glace Bay, Port Morien,
Main-a-Dieu, and Louisbourg. There are no harbours of interest to cruisers between
Louisbourg and St Peters Bay.
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Sydney Harbour

CHS Chart No: 4266 — Sydney Harbour
4367 — Flint Island to Cape Smoky

Amenities:
All amenities are available in the Sydney Harbour area.

Description:

Sydney harbour is large. For example, it is about 8 nm from Dobson YC to the open sea at
Cranberry Point. Sydney harbour has three marina facilities and two small fishing harbours.
The fishing harbours, South Bar and Ballast Grounds (North Sydney), are of little interest to
cruisers. The marina facilities are at Northern YC, Dobson YC, and the Port of Sydney. Details
of the marinas are available on the website and app. If anchoring in the harbour, avoid
anchoring close to the ferry routes and cruise ship routes to the Sydney cruise ship berths.
Cruise ships and cargo vessels frequently anchor between South Bar Light and the Sydney
terminal. It should be noted that there are no sheltered coves within the harbour that provide
all-round protection. With the long fetches, conditions can be uncomfortable in strong winds.
Best shelter can be found at the head of South Arm.

The Cape Breton Regional Municipality (CBRM) encompasses the former city of Sydney, and
communities of North Sydney, Sydney Mines, Dominion, New Waterford, Louisbourg, and the
Municipality of Cape Breton County (those areas of Cape Breton County excluded from those
municipalities). It is the second largest municipality in Nova Scotia with a population of a little
less than 100,000.

Navigation:

Navigation is straightforward. Chart 4266 provides excellent detailed information. Range lights
provide guidance into the harbour. There are no buoys until past South Bar Light. From South
Bar to Sydney buoys mark the deep water. The only real danger to small craft is the shoal
southeast of South Bar.
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