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Caution: These chartlets are NO substitute for CHS charts. They provide useful information
and detail, unavailable in CHS charts, and are intended to be a handy reference at the helm.

Disclaimer: The authors have made every effort to verify the accuracy of the information
contained  in  these  chartlets  but  assume  no  responsibility  for  errors,  omissions  or
contradictory information contained therein. The authors are not liable or responsible for any
losses or damages, which include, but are not limited to: loss of personal assets (tangible or
intangible), time, materials, service, profits, business, clients, or other pecuniary loss due to
use of this information.

This information is provided for guidance purposes only.

As a cruiser, you assume full and complete responsibility for the use of this information and
for the safe and prudent operation of your vessel.



Eastern Cape Breton ― Overview

CHS Chart Nos: 4170 – Glace Bay Harbour
4266 – Sydney Harbour
4374 – Red Point to Guyon Island
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky
4375 – Guyon Island to Flint Island
4378 – Louisbourg Harbour

The eastern Cape Breton Island coast from Great Bras d'Or entrance to St Peters Bay is 
dotted with numerous small fishing harbours. Many are little more than hole-in-the-wall inlets 
with private fishing wharves, and should only be entered with local knowledge and guidance, 
and perhaps by 'invitation'.

The harbours which will be of interest to visiting cruisers are: Sydney, Glace Bay, Port Morien,
Main-à-Dieu, and Louisbourg. There are no harbours of interest to cruisers between 
Louisbourg and St Peters Bay.



Sydney Harbour

CHS Chart No: 4266 – Sydney Harbour
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky

Amenities: 
All amenities are available in the Sydney Harbour area.

Description:
Sydney harbour is large. For example, it is about 8 nm from Dobson YC to the open sea at 
Cranberry Point. Sydney harbour has three marina facilities and two small fishing harbours. 
The fishing harbours, South Bar and Ballast Grounds (North Sydney), are of little interest to 
cruisers. The marina facilities are at Northern YC, Dobson YC, and the Port of Sydney. Details 
of the marinas are available on the website and app. If anchoring in the harbour, avoid 
anchoring close to the ferry routes and cruise ship routes to the Sydney cruise ship berths. 
Cruise ships and cargo vessels frequently anchor between South Bar Light and the Sydney 
terminal. It should be noted that there are no sheltered coves within the harbour that provide 
all-round protection. With the long fetches, conditions can be uncomfortable in strong winds. 
Best shelter can be found at the head of South Arm.

The Cape Breton Regional Municipality (CBRM) encompasses the former city of Sydney, and 
communities of North Sydney, Sydney Mines, Dominion, New Waterford, Louisbourg, and the 
Municipality of Cape Breton County (those areas of Cape Breton County excluded from those 
municipalities). It is the second largest municipality in Nova Scotia with a population of a little 
less than 100,000.

Navigation: 
Navigation is straightforward. Chart 4266 provides excellent detailed information. Range lights 
provide guidance into the harbour. There are no buoys until past South Bar Light. From South 
Bar to Sydney buoys mark the deep water. The only real danger to small craft is the shoal 
southeast of South Bar.





Glace Bay

CHS Chart No: 4170 – Glace Bay Harbour
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky

Amenities: 
Dockage, diesel, water, hospital (1.5 mi), provisions, liquor store, eateries

Harbour Authority:   
Harbour Authority of Glace Bay
PO Box 556, Glace Bay, NS B1A 6G4

Description:
Glace Bay Harbour is a narrow fishing port at the mouth of Renwick Brook, lined with wharves.
The town at one time was one of the largest in Canada and probably one of the most affluent 
due to the abundance of coal. The town is now incorporated into the Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality (CBRM). Most amenities may be found here, with the main street, Commercial 
Street, crossing the bridge at the head of the harbour. The Foodland grocery store is close to 
the bridge. A major shopping centre and NSLC store are about 2 km from the wharf, on the 
outskirts of the town.

Navigation: 
From the fairway light and bell buoy KV (4613.48/5955.63) moored 2 nm NE of the harbour, 
leading lights with red stripes on white range boards lead a course of 208½°T to the entrance
breakwaters. It is advised to favour the north side of the narrow channel between the 
breakwaters. The public wharf is on the northwest side of the harbour.





Port Morien

CHS Chart No: 4375 – Guyon Island to Flint Island

Amenities: 
Dockage, diesel, water

Harbour Authority:   
Harbour Authority of Port Morien
11 Breakwater Street, Port Morien, NS B1B 1Y5 

Description:
Port Morien has little to attract the cruising sailor except good shelter behind its breakwaters. 
The harbour is well into Morien Bay and about 3.6 nm off the coasting track for vessels taking 
a route along this coast. Port Morien is the location of the earliest coal mine in North America. 
Coal was mined here by the French to supply the Louisbourg Fortress.

Navigation: 
Navigation is straightforward with no off-lying dangers except Cow Reef, marked by light buoy 
JA4 and the shoal near the harbour entrance. The light buoy JA6 is located at 
4707.68/5952.06 and an approach should be made a little to the east of it to avoid the shoal.
The western area of the harbour is shallow. Boats should berth alongside the breakwater 
wharves in the eastern section of the harbour, unless otherwise instructed.
Use tidal predictions for North Sydney.



Main-à-Dieu

CHS Chart No: 4375 – Guyon Island to Flint Island
4377 – Main-à-Dieu Passage

Amenities: 
Dockage, fuel (gasoline and diesel), water, power, café, walking trails,

Harbour Authority:   
Harbour Authority of Main-à-Dieu, Roberta Wadden,
2461 Main-à-Dieu Road, Main-à-Dieu, NS B1C 1X2
Phone: 902-733-2670

Description:
Main-à-Dieu is a mid-sized harbour and settlement, with space to anchor behind massive rock 
breakwaters. The former schoolhouse is now the Coastal Discovery Centre and is home to the 
Big Wave Café, Fishermen's Museum, and library, as well as serving a community centre.
The harbour is very busy during lobster season but although fishing of one sort or another 
continues, after lobster season, there is usually room to dock on the L-shaped floating wharf.
There are good walking trails here and in settled weather a trip can be made to the northern 
shore of Scatarie Island, which at one time was inhabited. It is an interesting place to visit, and 
well worth the effort.

Navigation: 
Chart 4377 is essential for navigating “The Tiddle” as the Main-à-Dieu Passage is generally 
called by the locals. There several rocky hazards. Approach should be made from the Mad 
Dick Rock light & bell buoy, JJ6. From there, a pair of buoys mark the deepest water on the 
approach and another starboard-hand buoy is located off the eastern breakwater.





Louisbourg Harbour

CHS Chart No: 4375 – Guyon Island to Flint Island
4376 – Louisbourg Harbour

Amenities: 
Dockage, liquor store, eateries, convenience stores (2), hardware store, marine store

Harbour Authority:   
Harbour Authority of Louisbourg
7495 Main Street, Louisbourg, NS B1C 1H6

Port of Entry:
Louisbourg is an official Port of Entry.

Description:
Despite its large harbour, Louisbourg is a relatively small village, and apart from several 
restaurants that cater to tourists in the summer, it has limited amenities. The main tourist 
attraction is the Fortress of Louisbourg National Historic Site. Louisbourg harbour has good 
depths and at one time was a major coal shipping port, as it is generally ice-free in winter.

Navigation: 
An approach waypoint of 4554.17/5956.00 will place you close on the range into the harbour. 
Fixed yellow leading lights with red stripes on white range boards lead a course of of 268°T. 
The approach to the harbour and navigation within the harbour are well buoyed. See Chart 
4376, as the buoys are not shown on the sketch chart. Once past the buoy JTA a turn should 
be made toward JTB and the wharves in the Northeast Arm. A wharf intended for visitors is 
near the head of the arm. The wharf has a pontoon but since few visitors seem to visit 
Louisbourg by boat, the wharf and pontoon are often commandeered by fishing boats.
Good anchoring can be found in 10 to 15 feet in the Northwest Arm or off the fortress, 
depending on the wind.
Use tidal predictions for Louisbourg or Point Tupper.




