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Coastal Harbours - Overview
Without a doubt, the Bras d'Or Lakes System is the most popular cruising and
boating area of Cape Breton Island. For those seeking a little more challenge,
coastal Cape Breton and the many small, and not-so-small, fishing harbours
beckon. Many cruisers prefer the coastal ports. They offer interesting visits ashore
to get to know the local people who earn their living off the sea, and a chance to
stretch one's legs walking the beaches and cliffs.
The Isle Madame and Lennox Passage area is a gunkholer's paradise. You'll find
secluded anchorages in Haddock Harbour and Inhabitants Bay. The small fishing
harbours of Janvrin and West Arichat, or the larger harbours of D'Escousse,
Petit-de-Grat and Arichat, are all worth a visit.
Please remember that lobster fishing season around the island runs from late April
to mid-July. Numerous trap buoys will be encountered during this period.
Except for emergencies, cruisers should avoid the small fishing harbours during
this busy period. Any other time, you'll be warmly welcomed.

NOMINAL LOBSTER SEASONS
West Coast, LFA 26B South
May 1 to July 1
West Coast, LFA 26B North
May 7 to July 7
East Coast, LFA 27
May 15 to July 15
Bras d'Or Lake, LFA 28
May 1 to July 1
Chedabucto Bay North, LFA 29
May 1 to July 1
South-East Coast, LFA 30
May 19 to July 20
Chedabucto Bay South LFA 31A
April 29 to June 30
Dates are subject to change
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Chedabucto Bay ― Overview
― Isle Madame, Lennox Passage & Strait of Canso
The area comprising the west coast of Isle Madame, Inhabitants Bay, and the Lennox Passage is a
gunkholers' paradise, offering numerous secure anchorages, many of which are free of any sign of
human habitation. CHS Chart No. 4301 is all you need for navigating this area. Petit-de-Grat, "The
Intercoastal Waterway", Couteau Inlet, Bourgeois Inlet, and D'Escousse are covered individually.
Arichat, the largest settlement on Isle Madame, has many amenities to offer the cruiser, including a
24-hour emergency medical clinic. Arichat Harbour may be entered from either side of Jerseyman
Island. The south side is wide and well-buoyed. Crid Passage on the north side is narrow and lined
with rocks on the north side of the passage, but depths are bold close to Beach Point, and the passage
is much easier than might appear on the chart. The Isle Madame Boat Club, at Robins Point on the
south side of the harbour has excellent facilities, though limited dock space. One can anchor off if need
be or anchor at the head of the harbour south of Babin Point. Boat Club members are most hospitable
and will offer to drive you over to the other side of the harbour for shopping, or restaurants, as may
other local residents―or you can dinghy across. There is good anchorage on the east side of
Jerseyman Island. Boat Club members maintain a couple of moorings close to the shore that cruisers
are welcome to use, however, they are in relatively shallow water, and might be unsuitable for vessels
with a draught much over 4 feet, depending on the tide. Fish pens for raising Atlantic Salmon may be
encountered to the north and east of the island on the approach to this anchorage.
West Arichat has a snug harbour with a well-buoyed entrance. The more adventurous, and those with
shallow draught may wish to venture into Le Blanc Harbour, and Port Royale Harbour, and those with
an air-draught of less than 8 feet can proceed into Haddock Harbour and on into the Lennox Passage
by the 'Intercoastal Waterway'―a saving of considerable distance (5+ NM) and in complete
protection. [See "Intercoastal Waterway"―Lennox Passage to West Arichat chart for details.]
Janvrin Harbour is another well-protected anchorage. The public wharf, refurbished in 2012, is for
shallow draft vessels only, but one can anchor in 9 feet close to the wharf.
Inhabitants Bay, on the north side of the western entrance to the Lennox Passage, has several
anchorages, with the basins being preferred for small vessels. The Big Basin (Inhabitants Harbour)1 is
large and provides several options for anchoring. The Little Basin (The Basin) provides better allround protection, with the cove on the east side of MacNamaras Island (Evans Island) being a
delightful anchorage, and if a strong easterly threatens one can easily find a protected anchorage less
than a mile across the basin.
Proceeding eastward into the Lennox Passage, Haddock Harbour, on the south side, has several
well protected and secluded anchorages. Once past the Lennox Passage Bridge, Seal Cove, on the
north side has a shallow, unbuoyed, narrow entrance, suitable for shallow draft vessels. Poulamon
Bay offers several opportunities for anchoring, but is open to northerly winds. Couteau Inlet on the
north side offers better protection.
Direction of Buoyage:
• In the Lennox Passage is East to West
• In the 'Intercoastal Waterway' is North to South
Edited: 2022-04-11

1

Chart 4301 gives revised names for some of the islands. The newer names are given here followed by the previous name in parentheses,
for the benefit of those still using the older chart editions.
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D'Escousse
CHS Chart No:

4301 – Canso Harbour to Strait of Canso

Amenities:
Lennox Passage Yacht Club, with dockage, showers, washrooms, Internet, ice.
The Groundswell Pub and B&B (902-594-2010)
Shamrock Store (902-226-2954) – convenience store with food and gasoline (½ mile).
Post Office.
Description:

Navigation:
The tidal range on a spring tide is about 6 feet. Use tidal prediction for Cannes. The time of
the tides is about 20 minutes after Point Tupper.
The entrance to the harbour is a sharp dog-leg, and is well buoyed. From the approach
waypoint indicated head for the conspicuous silver-roofed barn until close to the sand spit.
Buoy NV4 is close to the spit (2012) and deep water exists between it and the spit.
CHS charts show minimal water at the wharf, but there is sufficient for small craft as shown on
the chart below. The yacht club has recently installed floating docks with finger-piers. The
bottom in the harbour is mud with good holding.
Updated: 2019-09-11
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Bourgeois Inlet
CHS Chart No:

43011 – Canso Harbour to Strait of Canso

Amenities: tbd
Description:
This is a narrow picturesque anchorage bordered by the communities of River Bourgeois,
South River Bourgeois and Cannes, which provides good holding and protection from all
directions. Access to the shore may be had at the wharf in River Bourgeois, or at the small
public floating T-dock on the north shore in Cannes
Navigation:
The tidal range on a spring tide is about 6 feet. Use tidal prediction for Cannes. The time of
the tides is about 20 minutes after Point Tupper.
Buoys mark the entrance channel to River Bourgeois. The first port-hand buoy, NU1, marks
Philip Rocks, a low chain of rocks that are always awash. A second green buoy, NU3, marks
a sandbar extending from the western shore and may be taken close. The entrance is narrow
with sandbars extending from both shores. A small lighthouse (FR, privately maintained, night
only, seasonal) is on the extremity of the sandbar on the eastern side of the entrance. The
current in the narrow entrance can be quite strong at maximum flood and ebb. Mid-channel
should be maintained until past the sandbars, then proceed toward the dock just below the
church. The water is deepest along this shore up to the red buoy. There is a narrow channel
close to the River Bourgeois shore into the eastern branch of the harbour.
The entrance to the inlet to the east of River Bourgeois is shallow and should only be
attempted by shallow draft craft.
Updated: 2019-09-11

1 Chart 4301 replaced Charts 4307 and 4308
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Couteau‡ Inlet
CHS Chart No: 4301 ― Canso Harbour to Strait of Canso
Amenities: None
Description:
Navigation:
Proceed with caution as several shellfish aquaculture sites exist in this area as shown on the
chart. They may not be clearly marked.
The northern approach to the anchorage behind Knife Island is recommended due the
aquaculture site in the southern approach.
Welsh Cove, a well protected anchorage, should be entered by maintaining a course close to
the shore of Grande Anse. The anchorage has soft mud, and plough-style anchors are known
to just plough and fail to hold. A Danforth-style anchor is preferred as it will dig down into the
firmer mud below, and provide excellent holding. Highway 104 traffic noise is no problem. The
only access to Rae Cove is through a narrow culvert with a fierce current. There are no
houses here.
A little to the east lies the confined and rather shallow False Bay―best suited for small power
craft. However, the entrance into the bay, north of Indian Island is a good anchorage, with
protection from all quadrants. Entrance should be made using the channel to the west of
Indian Island, as the eastern passage is partially blocked by a sandbar.
Updated: 2021-01-22

‡ For those not conversant with French, Couteau [pronounced KOO-toe], means 'knife'
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'Intercoastal Waterway' ― Lennox Passage to West Arichat Harbour
CHS Chart No: 4301 ― Canso Harbour to Strait of Canso
Amenities: Nearest amenities in Arichat, Petit-de-Grat, and D'Escousse
Description: This area provides a well-protected waterway between West Arichat Harbour
and Lennox Passage, for shallow draft powerboats requiring an overhead clearance (air-draft)
of less than 8 feet.
West Arichat has a snug harbour with a well-buoyed entrance.
Navigation:
The entrance to Le Blanc Harbour from West Arichat is shallow and 'local knowledge' should
be sought. The Haddock Harbour area has several well-protected anchorages, and is easy
to enter from Lennox Passage. The entrance is buoyed, but one needs to keep a sharp
lookout for shoals extending from the points of land.
If proceeding into Le Blanc Harbour via the bridge at Mouselliers Passage, the approach is
narrow and marked by stakes. Those unfamiliar with the area are cautioned to survey the area
by dinghy before attempting passage under the bridge.
Direction of Buoyage In the 'Intercoastal Waterway' is North to South.
Use tides for Cannes
Updated: 2022-03-21
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Petit-de-Grat Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4301 – Canso Harbour to Strait of Canso

Amenities: Dockage, Convenience store & Bakery (Corner Bridge Store 902-226-3225),
Water, Gas & Diesel (1.8 km, 1.1 mile), Credit Union (Caisse Populaire) next to the church.
There is an emergency medical clinic in Arichat.
Harbour Authority: 902-623-1670 or 902-226-0064 (C)
Description:
Petit-de-Grat [pronounced PET-ty-duh-GRAH] is a charming Acadian fishing community. The
harbour at the head of Petit-de-Grat Inlet provides good shelter in Joe Bois Cove on the east
site, or at the public wharf on the west side near the bridge, now protected by a recently
constructed, large wharf/breakwater.
The inlet is littered with rocks and small islets. Anchoring is not recommended due to the
rocky, weedy, foul bottom – berthing at the public wharf, on the Boudreauville side near the
bridge is to be preferred as the small wharf in Joe Bois Cove is mainly used for landing fish.
The berthing facilities have undergone significant upgrading in recent years.
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'Large Tide' is 6.5 feet.
Entry to the inlet should not be attempted in strong southerly winds as the sea breaks across
the harbour in the area of Mouse Island. There is no longer a light or foghorn on Mouse Island
(the steel structure remains), but a lighted spar buoy, CJ6 (QR), marks the dangerous rocky
shoal extending from Mouse Island. Two ranges provide guidance into the harbour.
The Approaches sketch chart shows the navigation aids providing guidance into the harbour.
Approach should be made from the fairway buoy CJ (4528.3/6058.3), which will bring one onto
the outer range with fixed lights and white daymarks with vertical red stripes, bearing 356ºT.
The inner range, with fixed green lights and white daymarks with vertical red stripes shown
from Comeau Point on the eastern shore of the inlet, bears 034ºT.
After passing porthand buoy CJ9 proceed northward toward the public wharf. The channel is
well buoyed, as shown on the detailed Harbour sketch chart.
Power craft with an air draft of less than 11 feet proceeding to or from St Peters Bay can save
some distance (~5 nm) by using the well-buoyed channel on the north side of the bridge to Bay
of Rocks at Ranteleau Point. The current under the bridge is swift at certain stages of the tide.
Revised: 2019-09-11
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Pirate Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4302 – Strait of Canso

Amenities:
None. The nearest store, restaurants and fuels are in Aulds Cove, some 9 km away.
Description:
Pirate Harbour is located on the western shore of the Strait of Canso, across from the pulp mill,
approximately half way between Bear Head and the Canso Causeway locks. The harbour
provides good protection except from winds from NNE to ENE, and has good holding in mud and
silt.
The only obstructions within the harbour are three rock piles, which are the remains of wharf cribs,
located on the SE shore of the harbour near where Susie’s Island connects to the mainland. The
outermost rock pile breaks at low tide and north swells. There are also rocks close inshore along
the western side of Susie’s Island.
There are several private moorings within the harbour. Good anchorage can be found between the
outermost mooring and Susie’s Island, as well as toward the head of the harbour from the two
outermost moorings. Depths should be watched as the harbour does gradually shoal towards the
head.
A sheet pile wharf located on the outermost western shore of the harbour is privately owned and is
in a poor state of repair. Immediately adjacent to this wharf is a marine depot of Superport Marine
Services. This is a base for several workboats that provide assistance and services to larger
shipping within the Strait of Canso area. This base can be quite busy at times, day and night.
Great caution should be exercised in anchoring in the outer reaches of the harbour as this will be
within the normal routes of these work boats. If you do anchor there ensure that your vessel is well
lit and visible.
Pirate Harbour is so named as it had been a base for pirates/privateers, rumoured to have been
John Paul Jones. Local lore is that one such vessel was based here and overwintered at least one
year. The harbour provided excellent cover to monitor vessels transiting the straits. The harbour
had been originally named Neptune Cove.
Local residents, some of whom are members of the yachting community, are generally pleased to
provide assistance and help to transient and visiting boaters.
Navigation:
The approach to the harbour is free of obstructions, with the exception of some rocks, close
inshore of Susie’s Island.
The harbour shoals quickly from deep water along a line roughly between the sheet pile wharf on
the western side to the mid point of Susie’s Island to the South East. Depths after the shoaling are
12 to 15 feet, these decreasing fairly evenly to 0 feet near the head of the harbour.
Use tidal predictions for Point Tupper. Tidal range on a 'large tide' is 6.5 feet.
Revised: 2014-04-08
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Eastern Cape Breton ― Overview
CHS Chart Nos:

4170 – Glace Bay Harbour
4266 – Sydney Harbour
4374 – Red Point to Guyon Island
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky
4375 – Guyon Island to Flint Island
4378 – Louisbourg Harbour

The eastern Cape Breton Island coast from Great Bras d'Or entrance to St Peters Bay is
dotted with numerous small fishing harbours. Many are little more than hole-in-the-wall inlets
with private fishing wharves, and should only be entered with local knowledge and guidance,
and perhaps by 'invitation'.
The harbours which will be of interest to visiting cruisers are: Sydney, Glace Bay, Port Morien,
Main-à-Dieu, and Louisbourg. There are no harbours of interest to cruisers between
Louisbourg and St Peters Bay.
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Louisbourg Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4375 – Guyon Island to Flint Island
4376 – Louisbourg Harbour

Amenities:
Dockage, liquor store, eateries, convenience stores (2), hardware store, marine store
Harbour Authority:
Harbour Authority of Louisbourg
7495 Main Street, Louisbourg, NS B1C 1H6
Port of Entry:
Louisbourg is an official Port of Entry.
Description:
Despite its large harbour, Louisbourg is a relatively small village, and apart from several
restaurants that cater to tourists in the summer, it has limited amenities. The main tourist
attraction is the Fortress of Louisbourg National Historic Site. Louisbourg harbour has good
depths and at one time was a major coal shipping port, as it is generally ice-free in winter.
Navigation:
An approach waypoint of 4554.17/5956.00 will place you close on the range into the harbour.
Fixed yellow leading lights with red stripes on white range boards lead a course of of 268 °T.
The approach to the harbour and navigation within the harbour are well buoyed. See Chart
4376, as the buoys are not shown on the sketch chart. Once past the buoy JTA a turn should
be made toward JTB and the wharves in the Northeast Arm. A wharf intended for visitors is
near the head of the arm. The wharf has a pontoon but since few visitors seem to visit
Louisbourg by boat, the wharf and pontoon are often commandeered by fishing boats.
Good anchoring can be found in 10 to 15 feet in the Northwest Arm or off the fortress,
depending on the wind.
Use tidal predictions for Louisbourg or Point Tupper.
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Main-à-Dieu
CHS Chart No:

4375 – Guyon Island to Flint Island
4377 – Main-à-Dieu Passage

Amenities:
Dockage, fuel (gasoline and diesel), water, power, café, walking trails,
Harbour Authority:
Harbour Authority of Main-à-Dieu, Roberta Wadden,
2461 Main-à-Dieu Road, Main-à-Dieu, NS B1C 1X2
Phone: 902-733-2670
Description:
Main-à-Dieu is a mid-sized harbour and settlement, with space to anchor behind massive rock
breakwaters. The former schoolhouse is now the Coastal Discovery Centre and is home to the
Big Wave Café, Fishermen's Museum, and library, as well as serving a community centre.
The harbour is very busy during lobster season but although fishing of one sort or another
continues, after lobster season, there is usually room to dock on the L-shaped floating wharf.
There are good walking trails here and in settled weather a trip can be made to the northern
shore of Scatarie Island, which at one time was inhabited. It is an interesting place to visit, and
well worth the effort.
Navigation:
Chart 4377 is essential for navigating “The Tiddle” as the Main-à-Dieu Passage is generally
called by the locals. There several rocky hazards. Approach should be made from the Mad
Dick Rock light & bell buoy, JJ6. From there, a pair of buoys mark the deepest water on the
approach and another starboard-hand buoy is located off the eastern breakwater.
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Port Morien
CHS Chart No:

4375 – Guyon Island to Flint Island

Amenities:
Dockage, diesel, water
Harbour Authority:
Harbour Authority of Port Morien
11 Breakwater Street, Port Morien, NS B1B 1Y5
Description:
Port Morien has little to attract the cruising sailor except good shelter behind its breakwaters.
The harbour is well into Morien Bay and about 3.6 nm off the coasting track for vessels taking
a route along this coast. Port Morien is the location of the earliest coal mine in North America.
Coal was mined here by the French to supply the Louisbourg Fortress.
Navigation:
Navigation is straightforward with no off-lying dangers except Cow Reef, marked by light buoy
JA4 and the shoal near the harbour entrance. The light buoy JA6 is located at
4707.68/5952.06 and an approach should be made a little to the east of it to avoid the shoal.
The western area of the harbour is shallow. Boats should berth alongside the breakwater
wharves in the eastern section of the harbour, unless otherwise instructed.
Use tidal predictions for North Sydney.
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Glace Bay
CHS Chart No:

4170 – Glace Bay Harbour
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky

Amenities:
Dockage, diesel, water, hospital (1.5 mi), provisions, liquor store, eateries
Harbour Authority:
Harbour Authority of Glace Bay
PO Box 556, Glace Bay, NS B1A 6G4
Description:
Glace Bay Harbour is a narrow fishing port at the mouth of Renwick Brook, lined with wharves.
The town at one time was one of the largest in Canada and probably one of the most affluent
due to the abundance of coal. The town is now incorporated into the Cape Breton Regional
Municipality (CBRM). Most amenities may be found here, with the main street, Commercial
Street, crossing the bridge at the head of the harbour. The Foodland grocery store is close to
the bridge. A major shopping centre and NSLC store are about 2 km from the wharf, on the
outskirts of the town.
Navigation:
From the fairway light and bell buoy KV (4613.48/5955.63) moored 2 nm NE of the harbour,
leading lights with red stripes on white range boards lead a course of 208 ½°T to the entrance

breakwaters. It is advised to favour the north side of the narrow channel between the
breakwaters. The public wharf is on the northwest side of the harbour.
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Sydney Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4266 – Sydney Harbour
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky

Amenities:
All amenities are available in the Sydney Harbour area.
Description:
Sydney harbour is large. For example, it is about 8 nm from Dobson YC to the open sea at
Cranberry Point. Sydney harbour has three marina facilities and two small fishing harbours.
The fishing harbours, South Bar and Ballast Grounds (North Sydney), are of little interest to
cruisers. The marina facilities are at Northern YC, Dobson YC, and the Port of Sydney. Details
of the marinas are available on the website and app. If anchoring in the harbour, avoid
anchoring close to the ferry routes and cruise ship routes to the Sydney cruise ship berths.
Cruise ships and cargo vessels frequently anchor between South Bar Light and the Sydney
terminal. It should be noted that there are no sheltered coves within the harbour that provide
all-round protection. With the long fetches, conditions can be uncomfortable in strong winds.
Best shelter can be found at the head of South Arm and good shopping is close by.
Balls Creek is an overnight anchorage popular with local boaters and provides good shelter in
settled weather in winds from east through south to northwest. Noelle's Country Market with
home-baked goodies and a gas station is located a short walk from the beach.
The Cape Breton Regional Municipality (CBRM) encompasses the former city of Sydney, and
communities of North Sydney, Sydney Mines, Dominion, New Waterford, Louisbourg, and the
Municipality of Cape Breton County (those areas of Cape Breton County excluded from those
municipalities). It is the second largest municipality in Nova Scotia with a population of a little
less than 100,000.
Navigation:
Navigation is straightforward. Chart 4266 provides excellent detailed information. Range lights
provide guidance into the harbour. There are no buoys until past South Bar Light. From South
Bar to Sydney buoys mark the deep water. The only real danger to small craft is the shoal
southeast of South Bar.
Revised: 2019-09-25
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St Anns Harbour ― Overview
CHS Chart No:

4277 – Great Bras d'Or, St Andrews Channel & St Anns Bay

Amenities:
Few other than the beauty and solitude of the surroundings.
Description:
St Anns Harbour is a beautiful body of water girded by high hills, and is completely protected
from the ocean by a shingle bar extending from the western shore. However, due to the
significant fetches an uncomfortable chop can build in fresh winds. It is an ideal spot for a short
trip of a few days out of Sydney, without having to tackle the Great Bras d'Or Entrance to reach
the Lakes, or for an en-route stopover. There are several anchorages for small craft, and if
complete protection is required in shifting winds, such as in the passage of a frontal system,
the North Gut is as snug an anchorage as one might wish for. Few cruisers venture to St Anns
Harbour, and one is most likely to have an anchorage to oneself. The harbour is subject to
strong afternoon sea breezes, funnelling between Cape Dauphin and Kellys Mountain on east
and St Anns Mountain on the west. The breeze may exceed 20 knots and persist well into the
evening before dying away.
Navigation:
Cruisers are cautioned that extensive mussel farming areas exist in the harbour and
that navigation is somewhat restricted. The entrance to St Anns Harbour is well buoyed
(See Jersey Cove & St Anns Harbour Entrance) and has ample depth for pleasure craft. At the
Englishtown ferry crossing the entrance is only about 500' (150 m) wide, and the water is deep.
The flood and ebb currents can run as high as four knots. The tidal range in the harbour is little
different than on the ocean side and is about 4.4 feet on a large tide. As a result, slack water
in the entrance occurs shortly after high or low water.
The ferry shows red/green lights from both shores but they can be difficult to distinguish
against the light of the sky. The lights show red when the ferry is in transit, and green when
docked and it is safe to pass. The ferry crew are normally attentive, and patient with boats
struggling against a foul current.
Once past the Port Shoal light buoy, KP8, the turn may be made into Jersey Cove. If
proceeding toward Seal Cove or Goose Cove, maintain a course toward Munro Point to keep
clear of the mussel farms. A slight alteration of course toward the north as one approaches
Munro Point may be necessary to avoid the north end of the westernmost mussel farm area.
CAUTION: Soundings on the anchorage charts have been taken from current and
discontinued CHS charts. Soundings may be less in shallow areas of Goose Cove and North
River, and South Gut. Recent observations for Seal Cove and North Gut indicate no significant
differences.
Revised: 2019-02-24
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Jersey Cove
CHS Chart No:

4277 – Great Bras d'Or, St Andrews Channel & St Anns Bay

Amenities:
None known
Description:
Jersey Cove provides a good anchorage in settled weather, but will be uncomfortable for small
craft in a fresh southerly wind and the sea breaks heavily on the bar in strong NE'ly winds. A
better anchorage is to be found in Goose Cove.
Navigation:
See St Anns Harbour - Overview for details of the entrance. Pass south of the Port Shoal buoy
KP8 and proceed north-westward toward the shore to avoid the shallows extending west of the
bar. The deeper water can be found close to the western shore of the cove. Anchor in 8 - 10
feet in mud.
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Goose Cove & North River
CHS Chart No:

4277 – Great Bras d'Or, St Andrews Channel & St Anns Bay

Amenities:
None known
Description:
Navigation:
From the entrance, after passing the Port Shoal light buoy KP8, head for Munro Point until past
the mussel farms on the starboard side, then head in to the North River and anchor to the west
of the ruins of the old wharf, or enter deep into Goose Cove. There is good holding in mud.
Exposed to E'ly winds.
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Seal Cove (St Anns Harbour)
CHS Chart No:

4277 – Great Bras d'Or, St Andrews Channel & St Anns Bay

Amenities:
None
Description:
A delightful secluded cove.
The Cabot Trail runs past the
end of the cove, but is distant
enough from the anchoring
area, so that there is little
disturbance. On a fine
summer day, dozens of
motorists and bikers will stop
to take a picture of your boat in
this picturesque cove with
Kellys Mountain in the
distance. Mussels can be
taken along the shoreline, but
care should be taken eating
them as they tend to have
numerous small pearls.
Eagles, ospreys, and herons
abound here and provide the
entertainment throughout the day but especially in the late afternoon.
Exposed to NE winds.
Navigation:
From the entrance, after passing the Port Shoal light buoy KP8, head for Munro Point, with the
conspicuous abandoned lighthouse, keeping clear of the northern end of the westernmost
mussel farm and turn southward to enter Seal Cove. Depth shoals gradually toward the end of
the cove. Anchor in 10+ feet in soft mud. Good holding, but avoid weedy areas.
Revised: 2019-05-01
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North and South Guts
CHS Chart No:

4277 – Great Bras d'Or, St Andrews Channel & St Anns Bay

Amenities:
A restaurant, the Lobster Galley (902-295-3100) is situated at the southern end of South Gut.
Description:
North Gut and South Gut may be more aptly named West Gut and East Gut, but the names
are what they are. North Gut provides the best all-round protection in St Anns Harbour.
Although open to the north, the wind and chop do not penetrate the cove. A cruising boat can
ride out a northerly gale tucked in behind the sand-spit extending from the eastern shore of the
gut opposite Ross Cove.
South Gut is wide and wide open to the north but a narrow winding channel carrying about 5
feet leads into a small protected anchorage in Black Cove. South Gut is close to the busy
Trans-Canada Highway, but close to the Lobster Galley restaurant. The restaurant provides no
docking facilities but access to the shore can be made on the causeway crossing the gut. The
'public wharf' on the eastern side of the gut is little more than a rock pile at present, and
landing there may be difficult.
Navigation:
From the entrance to St Anns Harbour, after passing the Port Shoal lighted buoy KP8, one can
either proceed as for Seal Cove and pass along the western side of the westernmost mussel
farm, or proceed down the centre of the bay between the mussel farms. Entrance into South
Gut is straightforward, and one can anchor just south of the ruined wharf.
The entry into North gut is narrower and shoals extend from either shore, so caution is
required for deep draft vessels. Anchor off Ross Cove or a little deeper in the gut, and for best
protection in behind the sand-spit in 10 feet. The water on the south side of the spit carries 6
feet close to the spit
Revised: 2017-12-08
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Highlands Coast ― Overview
CHS Chart Nos:

4363 – Cape Smoky to St Paul Island
4367 – Ingonish and Dingwall Harbours
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky
4464 – Chéticamp to Cape St Lawrence

CAUTION: With the exception of MacLeods Point Harbour, Neils Harbour and
White Point Harbour, these harbours have shallow entrances facing the sea and are
dangerous to enter in strong onshore winds. Some need periodic dredging to keep
them open. A single violent storm can radically change the depths on the approach.
Local knowledge is always advisable.
Cruisers should avoid New Haven harbour; it is shallow and the entrance is rocky. It is
rumoured to be abandoned in favour of additional wharves in Neils Harbour.
Revised: 2019-11-06
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Little River Harbour (Breton Cove)
CHS Chart No:

4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky

Amenities: Dockage, launch ramp, water (non-potable), fuel (diesel only), swimming beach
Fees apply for dockage.
Description:
Little River harbour is a convenient stopover for those making an early entrance or late exit
to/from the Great Bras d'Or Channel, being the nearest well-protected harbour on the ocean
side. It is a pleasant stopover for those cruising the coast of Cape Breton Island. A fine, sandy
beach on the south side of the southern breakwater is a popular swimming spot in summer.
The harbour is quite shallow and is best suited for boats with a draught of 5 feet or less. Piped
water on the wharves is pumped from MacDonalds Pond at the rear of the harbour and is
considered non-potable.
CAUTION: Concrete-slab anchors beneath the floating wharves, carrying 3' or less, may
protrude far enough to snag the keels of boats. Choose your docking spot carefully.
The harbour is managed by the Little River Harbour Authority.
Harbourmaster: Wendell Murphy 902-929-2262
This is a congested harbour during 'Lobster Season”, which generally runs from the second
Saturday in May to the second Wednesday in July, but may vary (see website for latest info).
Cruisers should avoid entering, except in an emergency, during this period. Lobster harvesters
are usually under way before first light and back by late morning or early afternoon.
There are often lobster pounds in the harbour, even AFTER lobster fishing season.
Vessels should refrain from discharging sewage. A portable toilet is usually located on
the wharf.
What's in a name? Generally referred to as Little River, the names Breton Cove or Briton
Cove are also used by some, although Breton Cove is about 0.6 nm to the north (This is
spelled Briton Cove on the CHS chart and in the Sailing Directions.). To confound things
further, the List of Lights lists the entry range as the Breton Cove Range, and the fairway
buoy, KN, as the 'Breton Cove light and bell buoy', yet the light on the groyne is referred to as
the 'Little River Inner'.
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'Large tide' is about 4.4 feet. Use tidal predictions for North Sydney (Add
~10 minutes and ~0.4 ft)
Fairway light and bell buoy, KN (4626.5/6026.8), moored 0.6 nm off the entrance puts one on
the range leading into the harbour, on a bearing of 291T. When inside the breakwaters favour
the west side of the harbour as the seaward side is shoal, and silting occurs close to the small
groyne. Boats with up to five-foot draft can use the Public wharf. The floating wharves
generally have only 4 to 5 feet of water. There is no space to anchor.
Revised: 2017-12-29
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Ingonish Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4365 – Ingonish and Dingwall Harbours
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky
4363 – Cape Smoky to St Paul Island

Amenities:
Ingonish Landing Marina; Knotty Pine Variety Store (Ingonish Ferry, 902-285-2058); Main Street
Restaurant & Bakery (902-285-2225); Doucette's RiteSTOP Convenience (902-285-2861); Scotiabank
(902 285-2555); Doucette's "Caper Gas" Service Station (902-285-2029) - gas, diesel, ice, propane
filling; HomeHardware Store; beaches; Cape Breton Highlands National Park.
Description:
Ingonish Harbour provides good all round protection in a beautiful setting.
With depths of 50 to 60 feet, much of the harbour is a little deep for anchoring. The most protected
anchorage is in Dunphys Creek to the north of the entrance. There is just enough room for a couple of
boats to raft up here, but it is a good place to ride out bad weather. The other preferred anchorage is
at the head of the bay, where there is good holding in 15 to 20 feet, or close to the Ingonish Landing
Marina in the protection of the point of land that juts out there. Depending on the weather, one may
have to move anchor to get the best protection. Cruisers anchored close to the sandbars, just inside
the entrance, may find themselves scrambling to weigh anchor in the teeth of strong katabatic winds,
which can arrive with little warning, threatening to drive them onto the sandbar.
The Ingonish Landing Marina continues to undergo development under the auspices of the Ingonish
Development Society. A small building has been erected and power is now available on the wharf.
Moorings have been established in an area off the face of the wharf, and a floating dock (dinghy dock)
installed. Other infrastructure improvements are under way. A small floating dock at the fishing wharf
at Ingonish Ferry can accommodate a couple of visiting boats.
Most amenities are located in Ingonish Beach. Ingo Cab (902-285-4523) provides taxi service
between the Marina and Ingonish Beach, 2 pm – 1 am, with morning fares by appointment. Or dinghy
to the launch ramp on the east side of the entrance to Dunphys Creek, or, on a suitable tide, to the
head of Dunphys Creek and climb the embankment to the road, from where it is only 1 km (0.6 mi) to
the village.
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'Large tide' is about 4.4 feet. Use tidal predictions for North Sydney (Add ~10 minutes
and ~0.4 ft)
From the South Bay Ingonish light buoy KM (4638.04/6022.81), located one-third of a mile off the
entrance, follow the buoyed channel. The entrance is narrow, and the shoal on the north side tends to
encroach on the channel. A lookout on the foredeck is advisable. The deepest water at the entrance is
close to the south sand bar, so favour the green buoys. Although about 16 feet deep, cruisers should
avoid entering in strong easterly winds. Once through the sandbars the water deepens quickly.
Two sandbars guard the entrance to Dunphys Creek. Proceed close to the west shore until just past
the old fish landing dock, then turn sharply east until close to the east shoreline, then stay close to the
shore until past the large T-dock. The sandbars are usually staked by local boaters, but the colours of
attached ribbons may not follow IALA standards! A lookout on the foredeck is essential.
Revised: 2019-09-17
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MacLeods Point1 Harbour (Ingonish)
CHS Chart No:

4363 – Cape Smoky to St Paul Island
4365 – Ingonish and Dingwall Harbours
4367 – Flint Island to Cape Smoky

Amenities: Dockage, launch ramp, water, fuel (diesel only), swimming beach, restaurant
(Seagull, 902-285-2851), hardware store (Rona, 902-285-2175)
Harbour Authority: NVSPHA2, 902-285-0010, e-mail: nvspha@hotmail.com.
Fees may apply for dockage.
Description:
This is a small harbour in which there will no space for pleasure craft in lobster season. The
harbour is protected by breakwaters. The entrance does not face the open Atlantic.
Anchoring may be possible or a mooring may be available in the harbour.
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'Large tide' is about 4.6 feet. Use tidal predictions for Ingonish Ferry or North
Sydney and add ~20 minutes. The approach is free of hazards and good depths are available
right into the harbour. Six feet is available at the outer ends of the floating dock and main
wharf.

Revised: 2018-10-15

1 MacLeods Point was previously called Jackson Point. Jackson Point may still appear on some CHS charts and
on electronic charting systems. CHS advises that charts are being corrected.
2 NVSPHA, North Victoria Six Ports Harbour Authority, with offices located in Neils Harbour, is responsible for
the harbours of Dingwall, White Point, New Haven, Neils Harbour, Ingonish, Ingonish Beach, and Ingonish
Ferry.
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Neils Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4363 – Cape Smoky to St Paul Island

Amenities: dockage, water, gas & diesel, pharmacy, hospital, restaurant,
Victoria Co-operative Fisheries (902-336-2541, 902-285-0009(C), fuel, water, marine supplies),
Neils Harbour Co-op (902-336-2827, grocery, hardware, NSLC Agency, ice, propane, ATM),
Comfort Station (902-336-2465/2546/2401, washrooms, shower, laundromat, 2.3 km),
Dixon's Zodiac Seafari (1-855-259-4122, whale watching tours).
Harbour Authority: NVSPHA1, 902-285-0010, e-mail: nvspha@hotmail.com.
Fees may apply for dockage.
Description:
The harbour is one of the few along this coast which is accessible in a strong easterly wind,
having good depths on the approach. However the harbour is very small, and should be
avoided, except in an emergency, during Lobster Season, which generally runs from the
second Saturday in May to the second Wednesday in July, but may vary (see website for latest
info). Despite the small size of its harbour, Neils Harbour offers the most amenities of any
harbour on the east side of the highlands coast. The Chowder House Restaurant (902-3362463) is right at the harbour, and has a reputation for excellent seafood. Fuel (Gas & Diesel) is
usually available at the fuel dock (call Victoria Co-operative Fisheries), depth permitting, or can
be jugged from the XTR gas station just a short distance from the dock. Water may be jugged
from the building beside the fuel dock.
Cruisers should tie up, or raft to a vessel, on the west side of the long wharf or the wharf on the
south side, unless/until directed otherwise.
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'large tide' is about 4 feet. Use tidal predictions for Dingwall?
From the fairway light and bell buoy, KD (4647.7/6018.2), moored 1 M SE of the entrance
breakwater, a course of 308T leads to the harbour entrance.
Lobster crates on trot-lines, marked by red floats, obstructing access to the wharf, may remain
many weeks after lobster season. Proceed with caution.
The outer area of the harbour has a rocky bottom. Anchoring in this area is inadvisable.
Revised: 2017-08-23

1 NVSPHA, North Victoria Six Ports Harbour Authority, with offices located in Neils Harbour, is responsible for
the harbours of Dingwall, White Point, New Haven, Neils Harbour, Ingonish, Ingonish Beach, and Ingonish
Ferry.
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White Point Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4363 – Cape Smoky to St Paul Island

Amenities: dockage, water, diesel
Harbour Authority: NVSPHA1, (902-285-0010, e-mail: nvspha@hotmail.com.
Fees apply for dockage.

Description:
The harbour is one of the few along this coast which is accessible in a strong easterly wind.
The harbour is small, and should be avoided, except in an emergency, during Lobster Season,
which generally runs from the second Saturday in May to the second Wednesday in July, but
may vary (see website for latest info). Diesel may be available from the fish harvesters supply.
There are good depths alongside the small wharf. Anchoring close-in should be avoided due to
a number of large mooring anchors, Most lobster boats use moorings due to the small size of
the wharf.
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'large tide' is about 4 feet. Use tidal predictions for Dingwall.
Created: 2017-08-23

1 NVSPHA, North Victoria Six Ports Harbour Authority, with offices located in Neils Harbour, is responsible for
the harbours of Dingwall, White Point, New Haven, Neils Harbour, Ingonish, Ingonish Beach, and Ingonish
Ferry.
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Dingwall Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4363 – Cape Smoky to St Paul Island
4365 – Ingonish and Dingwall Harbours

Amenities: dockage, water, gas & diesel, The Markland Restaurant at the coastal resort
provides fine dining to residents and non-residents, and is about 1 km from the wharves on the
south side of the harbour. Cruisers are requested to make reservations at 902-383-2246.
Harbour Authority: NVSPHA1, 902-285-0010, e-mail: nvspha@hotmail.com.
Fees apply for berthage. Boats anchoring in the harbour are also subject to the berthage
fee of $20/night.
Description:
CHS Chart 4365 provides excellent information for this harbour, so no other chart is provided
here. This is a busy fishing harbour, especially in lobster season. However, the inner harbour
provides excellent anchoring in mud. The entrance shoals between the outer breakwaters and
requires periodic dredging, so consultation of the
tide tables is advised. If planning to enter on the
bottom half of the tide, seek local knowledge or
consult NVSPHA. The approach and entrance was
dredged to 10 feet (3 m) in winter 2021-22. Depths
on the approach may not be as shown on the chart.
Due to the shallow approach, entering in strong
onshore winds is inadvisable.
Ashore, the St Paul Island Museum provides an
insight to life as it once was on the island, and has
one of the old lighthouses as part of its display. It
is well worth a visit!
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'large tide' is about 4 feet. Use tidal predictions for Dingwall.
From the fairway light and bell buoy, KA (4654.2/6025.9), moored ~0.86 M E of the entrance
breakwater, a course of 270T leads to the harbour entrance. A pair of small buoys mark the
final approach. Once past the breakwater, depths are good.
Revised: 2022-01-26

1 NVSPHA, North Victoria Six Ports Harbour Authority, with offices located in Neils Harbour, is responsible for
the harbours of Dingwall, White Point, New Haven, Neils Harbour, Ingonish, Ingonish Beach, and Ingonish
Ferry.
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Bay St Lawrence (MacDougall Pond)
CHS Chart No:

4363 – Cape Smoky to St Paul Island

Amenities: Dockage, launch ramp, water, fuel (Victoria Co-operative Fisheries: 902-3362541), restaurant (The Bay Cafe, 902-383-2472, located in Bay St Lawrence Community
Centre, 0.5 mile from wharf, free WiFi, serving breakfast and lunch, July-Oct 8 am to 4 pm);
Central Co-op Store, 902-383-2470, 1.15 miles from wharf, groceries, liquor. Credit Union,
902-383-2003, 1.0 mile.
Harbour Manager: Fred Bonnar 902-383-2287 Email: jeanniebonnar@hotmail.com
Description:
A small fishing community at the northern tip of Cape Breton Island, and a convenient stop
over when rounding Cape North, which through some oversight has been omitted from the
Sailing Directions. The harbour has been dredged to about 8 feet as shown, though further
silting may occur, especially at the entrance. This is a small crowded fishing harbour; cruisers
should not venture in here during lobster fishing season, except in an emergency.
Fees apply for dockage.
Lobster Season:
May 15 July 15, but may vary (see
website for latest info).
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'Large tide' is about
5 feet. Use tidal predictions for Bay St
Lawrence.
From the St Lawrence Bay light and
whistle buoy, VV (4701.0/6028.4),
moored 0.8 M off the entrance
breakwaters, a course of 164T leads to
the harbour entrance. Inside favour the eastern shore and stay close to the wharves to avoid
the shallows just east of the inner wharves. There is only room for a boat to pass close to a
berthed boat on the outer wharf, for this reason, do not raft up to a boat on that side of the
wharf. The picture shows the harbour entrance from seaward.
Cruisers should berth at the floating dock past the wharves and at the end away from the
fuelling area, unless directed otherwise.
Revised: 2018-04-20
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Pleasant Bay
CHS Chart No:

4464 - Chéticamp to Cape St Lawrence

Amenities: Dockage, launch ramp, water, fuel (diesel, gasoline), swimming beach.
Restaurant and laundromat beside the harbour at Mid-Trail Motel (1-800-215-0411)
www.midtrail.com, other restaurants in the area. Timmin's General Store (902) 224-2174
Harbour Authority: Pleasant Bay Harbour Authority, (902) 224-3103,
harbourauthorityofpbay@gmail.com. Fees apply for dockage.
Description: Pleasant Bay harbour is the closest Cape Breton port to the Magdalen Islands,
being only 55 M from Cap-aux-Meules or Havre-Aubert. It is a busy fishing port throughout the
summer, but especially so in lobster season (May 1 to June 30, give or take a day). Cruisers
should avoid entering during that period except in an emergency.
Navigation:
Tidal range on a 'Large tide' is about 4.0 feet. Use tidal predictions for Chéticamp.
The entrance may be impassable in strong NW winds. The entrance channel and portion of
the basin were dredged to 8 feet in 2019. Depths on the approach generally exceed 10 feet.
From the Pleasant Bay light and bell buoy VC (4650.5/6048.3) moored 0.6 M off the harbour
entrance, white range boards with a red vertical stripe and fixed red lights lead into the
harbour. A turn into the basin should be made close to the inner breakwater to keep clear of
the shoal on the eastern side.
Unless otherwise directed by the Harbour Authority, cruisers may tie to other boats on the
marginal wharf, located on the NW side of the harbour, away from the fuelling station and only
with permission of the buyers at off-loading ramps.
Updated: 2021-01-29
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Western Shore ― Overview
CHS Chart Nos:

4448 – Port Hood and Mabou Harbour (& Havre Boucher)
4449 – Chéticamp, Grand Étang and Margaree Harbours
4462 – St Georges Bay
4463 – Chéticamp to Cape Mabou

CAUTION: All these harbours have shallow entrances and can be unsafe or impassable in
strong onshore winds, and breaking seas may be encountered in moderate winds. Most need
periodic dredging to keep them open. A single violent storm can radically change the depths
on the approach. Local knowledge is always advisable. Chéticamp is the only harbour
along this shore that can accommodate deep-draught vessels.
NOTE: Lobster boats using these harbours usually have a draught of 4 feet or less and a
skeg that protects the rudder and propeller in the case of a grounding.

Entrance to Margaree Harbour (Belle Côte) – Photo DFO
Tides: Tides along this coast are MSD (mixed, mainly semi-diurnal), with a marked diurnal
component at times. It is highly recommended that a tidal prediction program, such as JTides
(available on www.cruising-cape-breton.info) be used.
Only the harbours of Chéticamp and Mabou have space in which to anchor. During lobster
season (generally May 1 to July 1) cruising craft should avoid the other harbours except in an
emergency.
The names and spellings of the names of these harbours can be quite varied, depending on
the source.
Revised: 2019-11-06
61

62

Judique South (Baxters Cove)
CHS Chart No:

4462 – St Georges Bay

Amenities: water?, power?
Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Judique Baxters
PO Box 17 , Judique, Inverness County, NS B0E 1P0
Email: judiquebaxtersharbourauthority@hotmail.com
Description:
This is a small, middle-of-nowhere harbour. The harbour and approach was dredged to 6 ½ feet
(2 m) in 2015. Local knowledge is advised as it is subject to shoaling.
Navigation:

Updated: 2021-01-21
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Maryville (Little Judique Ponds, Pig Cove) Harbour
CHS Chart No:
Amenities:

4462 – St Georges Bay

water, power, diesel

Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Maryville
PO Box 123 , Port Hood, Inverness County, NS B0E 2W0,
Harbourmaster: Donald B. MacDonald, Tel: 902-787-2216, or 902-625-2192
Email: donniebmacdonald@gmail.com
Description:
This harbour is remote from any settlement.
Sailboats are known to use this harbour.
Reported depth of 5 feet at the entrance
Concrete decked wharf on N side 200ft, depths 1 - 4 ft
Floating dock 275 ft on W side, least depth 6 ft
Wharf E side 300 ft, least depth 3 feet
Tidal range on a large tide: 4.4 ft, use tides for Port Hood
Dockage: $10/day
Navigation:
The are currently no navaids associated with this harbour.
A Lat/Lon is provided on the chart for the end of the breakwater.

Updated: 2018-01-10
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Little Judique Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4462 – St Georges Bay
4448 – Port Hood and Mabou Harbour

Amenities: water?, power?
Harbour Authority: This harbour is not under DFO's Small Craft Harbours program. The
harbour authority is unknown.
Description:
We have little information on this harbour. The approach is shallow: available bathymetric data
indicates less than 2 feet. Breaking seas may be encountered on the approach even in
moderate conditions. Depths of up to 6 feet are reported alongside the wharves. Since it is less
than 2 nm from Little Judique Ponds (Maryville) Harbour, and not far from Port Hood Harbour
(Murphy Pond). Without local knowledge, it is advisable to avoid this harbour until better
information becomes available.
Navigation:
The harbour entrance is located at N45°57.52'/W61°31.73'. A sector light is shown from a
R&W daymark at the inner end of the south breakwater. The white sector (122T) indicates the
preferred approach. A light (Fl G, 4s, 2nm) is shown from the north breakwater.
Revised: 2019-11-06
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Murphys Pond (Port Hood)
CHS Chart No:

4462 – St Georges Bay
4448 – Port Hood, Mabou Harbour, and Havre Boucher

Amenities: dockage, water, power.
Co-Op food store, Admiral Dining Room & Lounge 2.2 km (1.4 miles) from harbour or 1.4 km
(0.9 miles) from beach at Port Hood Provincial Day Park.
Clove Hitch Bar & Bistro 3.1 km (1.9 miles) or 0.8 km (½ mile) from beach.
NSLC 3.6 km (2.25 Miles) or 500 yards from beach.
Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Port Hood (Derek Spears)
PO Box 193, Port Hood, Inverness County, NS, B0E 2W0
Phone: 902-787-2628
Email: bluethunder1987@hotmail.com
Description: The facilities are excellent. Harbour dredging and expansion were carried out in
Spring 2017. Floating docks with finger piers were added at that time.
Navigation: Fairway buoy VX (4601.86/6133.95) provides the initial approach point. Port
hand buoy VX1 (4601.46/6132.64) provides a final approach point.
Use tidal predictions for Margaree Breakwater: times are roughly the same but tidal range is a
little greater.
CAUTION: A submerged, ruined causeway/breakwater, marked by yellow cautionary buoys,
exists between the northern part of Port Hood Island and the mainland. It may be crossed by
shallow draught boats via an narrow navigable channel near 4601.07/6133.05. The crossing is
marked by red and green buoys, VK15 (Fl G, 4s), VK16 (Fl R, 4s), VK17 (Fl G, 1s), and VK18
(Fl R, 1s) The direction of buoyage is south to north.
Updated: 2021-05-13
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Mabou Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4462 – St Georges Bay
4448 – Port Hood and Mabou Harbour

Amenities: Fuel & Propane (Esso Station), Food & Liquor (Mabou Freshmart) Credit Union,
Restaurants: Mabou River Inn (baked goods & Pizza), Red Shoe Pub, Shining Waters Eatery
(& bakery!), and The Mull Café.
Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Mabou (Fishing Harbour only)
823 Mabou Harbour Road, RR #3, Mabou NS B0E 1X0
Email: haofmabou@outlook.com
Description:
From the cruiser's point of view, this harbour is arguably the finest on the western coast of the
island. It boasts numerous sheltered places to anchor, a small fishery harbour, and a docking
facility right in the village, from where it's less than ½ mile (800 m) to everything. It has three
highly-rated eateries, as well as pizza and baked goods from the Mabou River Inn. The Mabou
Sailing and Boating Club is located in Northeast Cove. Holding is good and moorings are
available.
Navigation:
Tidal range on a large tide is 4.5 ft, use tides for Port Hood. Note that on a large tide there can
be a marked diurnal component. Chart 4448 is essential for this harbour. Make an approach
from the fairway buoy VJ (4605.5/6129.5) as shown on the sketch chart (next page). A bar
extends across the harbour mouth with only
3 feet at MLLW, according to the Mabou
Sailing and Boating Club. Sailboats should
enter on the top half of the tide. The current
in the narrow channel can reach 4 knots.
The channel is well marked by buoys. A
local fisherman says to 'Favour the green
side', and if you should touch bottom, it's
only sand. Once past the small fishery
harbour, the harbour opens up with good
depths. Just watch for the small buoys
marking the channel and shoals. The dock
at the head of the harbour, by the road into
the village, is reached by a channel marked
by stakes. The recently dredged out area is
marked by orange floats. Years ago, schooners would come right up to the bridge to load or
unload cargoes on the southwest shore.
Updated: 2017-05-03
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Finlay Point (Mabou Mines) Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4462 – St Georges Bay

Amenities: dockage, power
Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Finlay Point
PO Box 202, Mabou, Inverness County, NS, B0E 1X0
Phone: 902-945-2860
Email: haoffp@gmail.com
Description: A 'middle-of-nowhere' fishing harbour, reached by road from Mabou. Also
referred to as 'Mabou Coal Mines'.
CAUTION: The entrance is shallow and subject to shoaling. Local fisherman reports that the
entrance is usually dredged each Spring. Small sailboats are known to use this harbour.
Spring 2021: Entrance and docking area dredged to 6`, and west breakwater reconstructed.
Alongside depths are usually greatest at the floating dock on the south breakwater.

Updated: 2022-01-29
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Inverness Harbour (MacIsaac's1 Pond)
CHS Chart No:

4463 – Chéticamp to Cape Mabou

Amenities: The settlement of Inverness has most amenities within 1½ km (1 mile) of the dock:
Hospital, pharmacy, eateries (3+), NSLC, hardware store, grocery, etc. Diesel is available at the wharf.
Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Inverness
PO Box 757, Inverness, Inverness County, NS B0E 1N0
Harbour Manager: Scott MacPherson
Phone: 902-258-5781(C)
Email: hainverness@gmail.com
Description:
Navigation:
Use tide tables for Margaree Breakwater. An approach waypoint of 4614.3/6120.7 will place you near
the leading line about 1 nm from the breakwaters. Shoal water of less than 6 feet extends 0.1 nm from
the breakwaters, and less than 20 feet out to ¼ nm. The entrance is subject to silting. Depths of 3 to 6
feet are reported at the wharves. Sailboats are known to berth here. Depths within the harbour are
unknown to the authors. Local knowledge is essential.

Updated: 2018-09-04

1 The spelling varies: McIsaac Pond, MacIsaacs Pond. MacIsaac's Pond seems to be the most common.
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Margaree Harbour (Belle Côte)
CHS Chart No:

4463 – Chéticamp to Cape Mabou
4449 – Chéticamp, Grand Étang and Margaree Harbours

Amenities: dockage, power, diesel, Seaside Restaurant and Lobster Pound Bistro (at Island
Sunset Resort, 0.4 mile, 902-235-2669)
Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Margaree Harbour
General Delivery, Belle Côte, Inverness County NS B0E 1C0
Phone: 902-235-2608?
E-mail: u/k
Description: Depths in the harbour and approach are subject to change due to silting.
Navigation should not be attempted without the latest local information.
Inside the breakwaters a shallow, buoyed channel leads to the fishing harbour on the Belle
Côte side of the river. Depths of up to 8 feet are available at the wharves.
Navigation: An approach waypoint of 4627.0/6107.0 will place you 0.4 nm from the
breakwaters and on the leading lights that bear 166½T, shown from white square towers with
red tops and red vertical stripes.
Use tidal predictions for Margaree Breakwater. You are cautioned that the tides for Margaree
Harbour are somewhat unusual; varying between mainly semi-diurnal with a smaller tidal
range and mainly diurnal with a larger tidal range. Use of the JTides graphic tidal program,
available through the website, is highly recommended.

Updated: 2022-01-29
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Grand Étang
CHS Chart No:

4463 – Chéticamp to Cape Mabou
4449 – Chéticamp, Grand Étang and Margaree Harbours

Amenities: dockage, power, diesel, Lamoyne Co-op (Grocery, ATM, propane) 902-224-3335,
Post Office. Centre de la Mi-Carême - Art Gallery & Museum (ice cream)
Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Grand Étang
PO Box 162, Grand Étang, Inverness County NS B0E 1L0
Phone: 902-224-1049
Harbour Master: Steven Chiasson, Email: seschiasson@aclnet.ca
Description: For a small harbour, Grand Étang has quite a lot going for it. The Co-op store is
within 200 yards and a post office is less than 400 yards away. The harbour is dredged,
though subject to silting around the wharves and entrance. Soundings shown are from 2015.
Local knowledge is advised before docking. Dredging between the breakwaters and in the
harbour was on-going in 2016, as well as wharf refurbishment.
Navigation: An approach waypoint of 4633.5/6103.5 will place you close to the harbour range
line at about 0.65 nm off the entrance. There is a least depth of 9 feet on the range leading
into the harbour. Between the breakwaters the depth is greater on the starboard side.
NOTE: The range markers are also equipped with flashing white 'locator' lights.

Updated: 2020-11-30

75

76

Chéticamp Harbour
CHS Chart No:

4464 – Chéticamp to Cape St Lawrence
4449 – Chéticamp, Grand Étang and Margaree Harbours

Amenities: diesel, dockage, water, power
Co-Op food store, Home Hardware, NSLC, Hospital (Sacred Heart Community Health Centre),
Credit Union, Royal Bank of Canada, many eateries (see chart), laundromat, service station
(gas & diesel), hauling, layup, walking trails (Gypsum Mine, Chéticamp Island)
Harbour Authority: Harbour Authority of Chéticamp (Manages the port facilities at LaDigue,
Chéticamp Point, and the Chéticamp Town wharf.)
PO Box 178, 15461 Cabot Trail, Chéticamp, Inverness County, NS B0E 1H0
Phone: 902-224-3009 Email: info@hacheticamp.ca Web: www.hacheticamp.ca
Description: Chéticamp is the only harbour on the western shore of the island that can
accommodate deep-draught vessels. The channel through the sandbar at the entrance was
dredged to 15 feet in 2013. A major expansion of the wharf at LaDigue has taken place
recently. Recreational vessel daily fee (2018) for dockage at LaDigue and the Town (public)
wharf is $0.50/ft/night for vessels less then 65' and $0.75/ft/night for vessels over 65', plus
HST, with the first night free for those arriving after noon. A marine facility (Atlantic Boatyard &
Storage) in the south end of the harbour has a travel-lift that can handle boats up to 200
tonnes and 30-ft beam. It allows contractor and DIY repairs and maintenance, and has
washrooms and showers. Although this is an Acadian settlement, English is widely spoken,
being a major tourist centre on the Cabot Trail. Most amenities can be found here.
Navigation: Range lights on Caveau Point provide approach guidance and will bring you onto
the narrow, well-buoyed channel through the sandbars at the entrance. Owing to silting the
buoys may be repositioned to best mark the channel. Once past LaDigue and the sandbar
from extending from Chéticamp Island, good depths are found throughout the harbour until
past Chéticamp Marina. There is ample room to anchor. Cruisers need not worry about
entering during lobster season, though dockage will be limited at that time. Tidal range on a
large tide is about 4 feet. Use tidal predictions for Chéticamp or those for Margaree Breakwater
and add 0.5 feet.

Updated: 2019-08-05
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